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Shining light on religio
 
Group's inteIfaith tourS 
highlight architecture to 
spark religious dialogue 

By Agnes Jas1Dsld 
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE 

Some 400 feet above the streets of dov,rn­
town is an intimate space that feels far 
removed from the commotion of everyday 
lif~until the stained-glass windows are 
opened. revealing the cityscape. 

The Sky Chapel is so named because it is 
found on the top floor of the First United 
Methodist Church at the Chicago Temple 
building on Washington and Clark Streets 
across from the Daley Plaza.. 

About a dozen curious visitors came to 
the church on a recent day as part of a 
12-weektour series that hopes to encourage 
interfaith dialogue and introduce Chicago­
ans to some lesser-known architectural 
landmarks. 

"We're bringing attention to the spaces' 
beauty and the mystery, but also giving 
people permission and access where they 
might not feel comfortable otherwise." said ,. 

eirdre Colgan, executive director of Sa­
cred Space International, the orgnnization 
behind the series. 

Entitled "Beautiful Spaces, Sacred 
Places," the tours kicked off July 16 with a 
visit to the Chicago Sinai Congregation on 
Delaware Place, a three-story mban center 
with a vaultedwooden ceiling. The Chicago 
Temple building was chosen as the second 
stop because of its long history-the Mel.l1­
omst congregation there is the oldest in the 
city-and its architectural significance as a 
Gothic-inspired skyscraper church. 

The building waS designed by architects 
William Holabird and Martin Roche in 1924. 
an era when Prairie-style architecture was 
more prominent and structures were not 
yet reaching for the skies. It is home to the 
chmch's 1.ODO-member congregation and 15 
floors are rented out to lawyers, nonprofits 
and theater groups. 

"It's unusual based on its height, but 
when you 're inside it feels very much like 
you're in a church," tour participant and 
Moody Chmch staff member Kent Schmidt 
said ofthe first-floor sanctuary. 

Sacred Space International was founded 
as the Center for Religious Architecture by 
architect Suzanne Morgan in 2002 at" " 

•s buil lUgS
 
response to the Sept. 11. 2001. terrorists 
attacks. Colgan said the mission t.l1en was to 
use religious architecture to mediate the 
"tense climate" that followed the attacks 
and to use that discussion as a catalyst for 
educating people about other religions. 

Tour participant Lois Carlson said the 
goals help get people out of their comfort 
zones. "The intelfaith conversation is such 
an essential one tight 110\V," said Carlson. a 
member of the Seventeenth Church of 
Christ. Scientist, a future stop in the series. 

As music director and tour leader Erik 
Nussbaum described the stained-glass win­
dows in the Sky Chapel-they depict scenes 
ii'om the New and Old Testaments, as well 
as the chmch's history-a ray of sunlight 
shined on an otherwise rainy day, illumi­
nating an altar carving of Jesus weeping 
over the city of Chicago. A similar altar 
catving of Jesus watching over Jerusalem 
is all display in the church's sanctuary 
many flOorS below. ".Jesus still weeps over 
the dty, because there are still a lot of 
prolJh'ms to solve." NussbatllIl said. 

The Ii )urs run through Oct. 1and cost $15 
pel' I)('l'SIlIl. For more information, call 
:112·S110 I ();,() ur e-mail tours 
(II StlCI·.'IIN paceln ternatlonaJ.org. 

r.IIlI.'••,ILII,I"y ',fll)()W 1."llgr' ...·.I'kwy,I.,1 
3-tJ26-3b2l>. 

CATHOLIC CONFERENCE 
The Midwest Asian-Pacific Institute for Miss 
and Ministry in the U.S. Catholic Church host 
"Scions ofthe Proud: Passing the Flame of H 
for a Brighter Future;' a weekend ofworship, 
music and fellowship for those 18 years old al 
above older of Asian and Pacific Islander de­
scent, their families, and friends; pastoral mi 
ters and all other who are interested in the m 
try of A!:ian-Pacific young aduits. 3 p.m. Frid~ 

For more information about the conference, 
registration cost visit mldwest-apyacc.orgc 
call 312-534-8328. Loyola University Chicago 
6525 Sheridan Rd. 

PRAYER BREAKFAST 
Christian Covenant Church Usher Board host
 
this annual event. Tickets purchased will be
 
entered into a raffle. 9 a.m. Saturday. Tickets
 
adults. $5 children 12 and unCler. 200 W. 115tt­

Call 773-785-3400.
 

READING GROUP
 
First United Methodist Church Chicago Tem~
 

Science and Religion Group will discuss "A St­

History of Nearly Everything," by BII! Bryson.
 
Noon Sunday. James Parlor, se'cond floor, 77 \
 
Washington St. Call 312-236-4548.
 

RUMMAGE SALE 
Flrst Lutheran Church will host this annual ev 
that will inciude clothing, household goods, 
furniture. toys, books, antiques and other itel 
Lunch and homemade baked goods will be a\ 
able for purchase. 10 a.m. Saturday. 3500 W. 
Fullerton Ave. Call 773-252-0236. 

TEMPLE SHOLOM 
Prospective Member Open House Shabbat tl 
meet rabbis, cantor and current temple merr 
bers. 5:30 p.m. Friday. Reservations are requl 
3480 N. Lake Shore Drive. Call 773-525-4707 

YOtJTHRALLY 
The youth department of Antioch Missionarl 
Baptist Church holds a Back-to-School Blod 
Party in support of students returning to sch 
who reside in the Englewood community. Fre 
food. games and school supplies for 1,000 Stl 
dents. Noon Saturday. 6248 S. Stewart Ave. ( 
312-873-4433. 
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