Dear Friend of Sacred Space International:
Welcome to our next adventure!

Next June, [ invite you to join me on a journey to Ireland

to experience a collection of significant sacred sites,

carefully chosen to enhance your understanding of the

land T once called home. I will be your personal guide

and this subject is one that is close to my heart. Whether
you have been before or are traveling to Ireland for the first time, I know you will
love this unique tour. It is my pleasure to share these spaces with you during our
international study tour. I hope that in June next year, you will consider joining
me in this modern day pilgrimage.

We will journey in style - staying at the best hotels available and traveling via
luxury coach. All the sites have been handselected by me to provide an in-depth
study of the architecture of the sacred. You will experience the ancient megalithic
structures where the earliest civilizations worshipped the Goddess Eriu over
five thousand years ago, the earliest Christian sites from the Fifth Century and
the medieval Romanesque and Gothic cathedrals in rural and urban areas.
These sacred spaces remain as living testament to the unique quality of Celtic
spirituality in Ireland. They document the visible transition between the ancient
Druids and the early monks. The architecture we will see captures a glimpse
through history, revealing the roots and emergence of Christianity amidst a time
of turbulent change in Ireland.

We will begin our journey in Dublin, the modern capital of Ireland. After
making a day trip to Glendalough in the neighboring county of Wicklow, we
will head South to Kilkenny and Cashel. Our journey will then take us through
Tipperary and Cork to Killarney and the wilds of Kerry. The Iveragh and Dingle
Peninsulas are both rich in heritage sites and the surrounding landscape is
absolutely breathtaking. From the Gap of Dunloe to Carrantuohill and the
lakes of Killarney, you will experience some of the best views in Europe. Sites of
ancient monastic hermitages on the mainland are relics from the orders who
sought “the desert” in Ireland. The Skellig Islands, whose form is reminiscent
of two hands in prayer will be a destination we hope to arrive at by sea. We will
continue around the Ring of Kerry, stopping to explore the picturesque planned
town of Kenmare, home of the famous “Nun of Kenmare.” Sr. Margaret Anna
Cusack helped to empower the local women with the craft of lace making -
Queen Victoria was a customer! This cottage industry enabled many to survive
during the Great Famine.

From Kerry, we will travel to Limerick, where we have been invited to experience
life in a contemporary monastery — Glenstal Abbey. Internationally renowned
for their Benedictine music and chanting - the monks are also the guardians
of one of the most significant collection of sacred icons in Europe. Before
returning eastward, we will explore the Midlands of Ireland, site of the early
monasteries: Clonmacnoise and Ardfert. These sacred sites served as training
ground for many of the early Christian visionaries of Europe - remembered as
Saints. Returning to the East, we will then travel back in time by a few thousand
years to see the very oldest sacred spaces on our tour: the mythic stone structures
of the Boyne Valley: Newgrange, Knowth and Dowth. Tara, seat of the old high
kings of Ireland and a center for druidic knowledge is located next to the rural
boutique hotel: Bellinter House, whose Seventeenth Century rooms will host
our group for the last two nights of the journey.

Woven through our voyage of discovery will be stories and discussions with
myself and other local guides and experts and you - all in keeping with our
organizational mission: to encourage interfaith dialogue on cultural diversity by
sharing sacred space. Asyou can see, Ireland is home to a rich array of sacred sites
that I know you will enjoy experiencing as much as I have.

Because you are a friend of Sacred Space International you are among the first to
know about this unique opportunity to travel to Ireland. To make this journey
possible we have had to limit the amount of seats available. In order to reserve
your place on our tour, please send your deposit today.

T look forward to traveling with you to my original homeland next year.

Beannacht (Blessings)

Deirdre Colgan
Executive Director, Sacred Space International



